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Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, Cali-
fornia, and any numbers, would have 
insisted on some amendments and 
some procedures to help our people who 
are going to be affected by these very 
significant increases in flood insur-
ance, to give them more time to meet 
their obligations. 

I know we are on a judgeship so I am 
going to yield the floor, but I am hop-
ing we can continue to work on this 
issue. 

I thank Senator VITTER for his sup-
port, as well as Senator BOXER, as we 
are continuing to work on the language 
of this amendment. 

I yield back all time on the nomina-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Under the previous order, the ques-
tion is, Will the Senate advise and con-
sent to the nomination of Shelly 
Deckert Dick, of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Louisiana? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Nelson 
Stephen Roman, of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of New York? 

Mr. COATS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 97, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 118 Ex.] 

YEAS—97 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cowan 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 

Landrieu 
Leahy 
Lee 
Levin 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 

Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 

Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Warner 

Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Barrasso Lautenberg Murkowski 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President will be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

f 

WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 2013—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise to urge my colleagues to 
support a bipartisan amendment I 
worked on with Senator WICKER to 
make our communities more resilient 
in an era of extreme weather that we 
live in. No corner of America is being 
spared: blazing wildfires in the West, 
massive tornadoes in the South, crip-
pling droughts in the Midwest, routine 
hurricanes battering the gulf coast and 
the northeast coast. 

We cannot accept the status quo. I 
think we must do more, because as we 
have seen in New York, the storm of 
the century has literally become the 
storm of the year. In 2011, we saw wide-
spread and devastating damage from 
Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm 
Lee. One year later, Superstorm Sandy 
hit us harder than we could have ever 
imagined. 

The Federal Government must step 
in. It must step up to do the hard work, 
to lead the way in preparing for and 
protecting against these extreme 
weather events. This does not mean 
just building a higher flood wall or 
moving public infrastructure out of the 
flood zone; it means taking a smarter, 
longer term regional approach to dis-
aster planning. 

Along with saving lives, this makes 
smart economic sense. For every $1 we 
spend to reduce disaster risk, we save 
$4 in recovery costs. Our bipartisan 
amendment can help achieve this goal. 
It is called Strengthening the Resil-
iency of Our Nation on the Ground— 
the STRONG Act—to give the Federal 
Government a real plan to strengthen 
our resiliency. 

First, the bill would investigate ef-
fective resiliency policies, identify the 
gaps, and identify the conflicting poli-
cies. Knowing what resources we have, 
what works, what does not, we can 
write and implement a national resil-
iency strategy to support the local ef-
forts. 

This would include a one-stop shop to 
gather and share data to develop 

smarter resiliency policies, incor-
porating existing databases and ongo-
ing efforts across a range of sectors, 
from weather and climate to transpor-
tation and energy. It also eliminates 
redundancies, ensuring all levels of 
government are coordinating effec-
tively and efficiently, sharing their ex-
pertise, their data, and information. 

This national resource will work 
hand in glove with local efforts, pro-
viding the most recent scientific infor-
mation and best practices to help our 
communities plan for and survive the 
worst. As we learn the lessons of 
Superstorm Sandy and other natural 
disasters, we need to ensure that our 
communities are thinking broadly 
about resiliency across all sectors of 
society. The STRONG Act is the foun-
dation to build smarter and stronger 
cities, States and a nation. Only with 
communities built for the 21st century 
can we withstand the extreme weather 
of our time. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

OBAMACARE 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I wish 

to talk a bit about the health care bill. 
Every time I am home, I hear more and 
more concerns from more and more 
families and more and more individuals 
and more and more employers. In 2009, 
the President repeatedly said that if 
you like your health care plan, you can 
keep it. Notice nobody is saying that 
anymore. 

Maybe that is not what the measure 
should be because that is certainly not 
going to happen. I think the question 
is, are you going to have health care 
and can you afford it. During the Presi-
dential campaign, the President said he 
liked the term ‘‘ObamaCare.’’ So I feel 
a little more free to use that than I did 
previously. I do not mean it to be dis-
paraging in any way. I just happen to 
think it is a plan that will not work. 

In the 3 years since the Affordable 
Care Act became law, it has become in-
creasingly clear that this plan will 
only deliver more broken promises and 
bad news. Opponents have long warned 
this overhaul is bad for the economy. 
There are now over 20,000 pages of new 
regulations. In talking to the people I 
work for, they say they were concerned 
when people did not read the 2,000-page 
bill. Since the election, there have 
been 20,000 pages of regulations. There 
will be at least 159 new bureaucracies, 
boards, and programs. 

A number of recent reports have rein-
forced everybody’s concerns, noting 
that the health care bill will burden 
Americans with $1 trillion of new taxes 
over 10 years and penalties. It will sti-
fle job creation. 

Investors Business Daily noted that 
retailers are cutting worker hours at a 
rate not seen in more than three dec-
ades, a sudden shift, according to them, 
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